
MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Sunday July 21 
7pm 
 
Gathering Music (Piano, Ron Davis) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship  

Before it all began, there was a voice. 
“Light” it said. And light was born from holy darkness. 
When it all went wrong, the voice spoke again, in rainbow brilliance: 
“Promise” it said. And hope was born anew. 
When that hope was lost through sin and trauma, the voice spoke through prophets: 
“Change” it said. And sometimes people did.  
When we most needed it, the voice spoke in a surprising way: 
The first cries of a fragile newborn.  
And from a trough, to a temple, to a cross, to an empty tomb, 
The voice kept speaking. 
Because the voice is God’s, 
And we are God’s. 
And we cannot be silent. 

 
*Hymn  610 (1-3, 5) O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   Walter Brueggemann  
We are surrounded by a din of demanding voices: selling, recruiting, seducing, coercing. We                           
screen them out in order to maintain our sanity, to secure our rest. And then, in the night,                                   
you address us, you call us by name, you entrust to us risky words, you empower us with                                   
authority. But your voice is on first hearing not distinctive. We confuse your voice with that                               
of an old friend, or a deep hope, or a powerful fear, or an ancient bias. We hear, but we do                                         
not listen – jolted, bewildered, resistant. Sometimes, occasionally, boldly, we answer:                     
“Speak, I am listening.” And listening, we are made new and sent dangerously by your                             
address. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 



When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Choral Anthem:   Christ for the World We Sing           Lowel Mason (Moscow)/arr. Brian Cockburn 
                                                                                                                     Conference Choir 
                                                                                                                     Curtis Nolley, Director 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Readings Ephesians 4:11-13 and Psalm 29   
 
Sermon  Disruptive, Vocative Word  Will Willimon  
 
*Hymn 693 Though I May Speak 
 
*Affirming our Faith Adapted from John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God.  
The Word was in the beginning with God.  
All things came into being through him,  
and without him not one thing came into being.  
What has come into being in him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;  
yet the world did not know him.  
He came to what was his own,  
and his own people did not accept him.  
But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  
he gave power to become children of God,  
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 



or of the will of a man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory, 
full of grace and truth.   
From his fullness we have all received,  
grace upon grace. 
 
Sharing of Gifts 
Offertory Anthem:     Make Me a Servant                        Benjamin Harlan   

                                                                             Conference Choir 
 
Prayer of Gratitude  
 
*Hymn 767 Together We Serve 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (Piano, Ron Davis) 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Monday July 22 
11:30am 
 
Gathering Music (Piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship  
This is a place of welcome. 
Where all that is left out is prejudice. 
This is a place of openness. 
Where the other is seen as a blessing, not a threat. 
This is a place of unity. 
Where real peace is possible. 
This is a place where God draws near to us. 
This is a place where we draw near to God, and each other. 
 
*Hymn 401 (1,2,4) Here in This Place    
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession   Iona Community 
O Trinity of love, God in community, holy and one, look now on us who look to you, and                                     
hear our prayer for our community: where there is falseness, smother it by your truth. Where                               
there is any coldness, kindle the flame of your love. Where there is joy and hope, free us to                                     
share it together. And make us one, as you are one. Before God and you who are near, we                                     
release anything we hold against one another; we regret all the harm we have done; we stand                                 
beside the wrong in our lives and ask for God’s forgiveness.  (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 



This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Readings Ephesians 4:1-16, Psalm 133:1, Acts 2:1 
 
Sermon Unity  Pastor Costella Forney  
 
*Hymn  340 This Is My Song 
 
*Affirming our Faith Belhar Confession 
We believe that unity is both a gift and an obligation 
for the church of Jesus Christ;  
that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a 
binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually 
be built up to attain.   
We believe that this unity must become visible  
so that the world may believe  
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups  
is sin which Christ has already conquered,  
and accordingly that anything which threatens this 
unity may have no place in the church and 
must be resisted.  
We believe that this unity of the people of God must be 
manifested and be active in a variety of ways; 
in that we love one another; 
that we experience, practice and pursue 
community with one another; 
that we are obligated to give ourselves 
willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and 
blessing to one another. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
*Hymn  300 We are One in the Spirit 
 
*Charge and Benediction   
 
Departing Music (Piano) 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Monday July 22 
7pm 
 
Gathering Music (Piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship Jan Richardson   
This blessing can wait as long as you can. Longer. 
This blessing began eons ago 
and knows the art of enduring. 
This blessing has passed through ages and generations, 
Witnessed the turning of centuries, 
weathered the spiraling of history. 
This blessing is in no rush. 
This blessing will pack a lunch 
and a thermos of coffee. 
This blessing will bide its sweet time. 
Until it hears the beginning of breath, 
the stirring of limbs, the stretching, reaching, rising 
of what had lain dead within you. 
and is ready to return. 
 
*Hymn 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   
God, we confess to our growing pains: the anger we cling to, the certainty we worship, the                                 
pride in which we place our faith. How often we mistake arrogance for wisdom, and age for                                 
maturity. How often we fill our lives with the constant noise of productivity and                           
performance. Show us the wisdom found in patient listening for your Word found in                           
unexpected places, and spiritual maturity found in childlike faith. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  



This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Choral Anthem:   Come, Thou Fount                                                 arr. Eric Nelson 
                                                                                                            Chamber Choir 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading Ephesians 4:15-16   
 
Sermon  Preaching: Helping People Grow Up  Will Willimon 
 
*Hymn 722 Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak 
 
*Affirming our Faith  Confession of 1967 
God instructs the church and equips it for mission through preaching 
and teaching. By these, when they are carried on in fidelity to the 
Scriptures and dependence upon the Holy Spirit, the people hear the 
word of God and accept and follow Christ. The message is addressed to 
people in particular situations. Therefore, effective preaching, teaching, 
and personal witness require disciplined study of both the Bible and the 
contemporary world. All acts of public worship should be conducive to 
humanity’s hearing of the gospel in a particular time and place and  
responding with fitting obedience. 
 
Sharing of Gifts 

Offertory: (Piano) 
 
Prayer of Gratitude  
 
*Hymn  305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (Piano) 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Tuesday July 23 
11:30am 
 
Gathering Music (piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship  
Early in the morning, while it was still dark… 
Jesus slipped away to pray. 
Early in the morning, while it was still dark… 
The women went to discover an Easter that had already begun. 
Early in the morning, while it is still dark… 
God works. 
God goes before us, preparing the way,  
calling the faithful. 
We will awake, and follow. 
 
*Hymn   409 God is Here! 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   Ann Weems   
You said, Follow me; we looked away for just a moment and you disappeared down a street,                                 
and we stand lost without you. Have mercy on us, for we meant to keep our eyes on you, but                                       
we were afraid we’d have to follow you into the midst of war or torture or poverty. We’re                                   
afraid we’d have to hold a dying world in our arms. We confess our trivial worlds loom larger                                   
than your word. O God, we confess the brokenness of your Church. Give us life once more                                 
in the light of your Word! (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 



This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading Acts 1:1-8 
 
Sermon  Celebrate Your Call to God’s Mission  Denise Honeycutt 
 
*Hymn 729 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
 
*Affirming our Faith Confession of 1967 
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ 
has set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the 
church in the common life of people. His service to humanity commits the 
church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering 
makes the church sensitive to all the sufferings of humankind so that it 
sees the face of Christ in the faces of people in every kind of need. His 
crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on humanity’s inhumanity 
and the awful consequences of its own complicity in injustice. 
In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the 
church sees the promise of God’s renewal of humanity’s life in society and 
of God’s victory over all wrong. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
*Hymn  726 (1-4)  Will You Come and Follow Me 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Tuesday July 23 
7pm 
 
Gathering Music Harps 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship   Jan Richardson  
Call it the waters of salvation or the garlands of gladness. 
Call it the grave-clothes falling away,  
or call it the loosing of the chains. 
Call it what binds us together: fierce but fragile but fierce. 
Call it the thin, thin place where the veil gives way. 
Or call it this: the path we make 
when we go deep and deeper still into the dark 
 and look behind to see the way has been lit by our rejoicing. 
 
*Hymn   39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   
We confess before you, O God, our fair-weather faith. Too often, our trust in you is really a                                   
means of trying to control you, or this unpredictable life. Teach us to trust without needing                               
to be in charge. Teach us to dare to believe you will make a way, and to find courage in the                                         
waiting. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 



This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Choral Anthem:   O Love                                                                Elaine Hagenberg 
                                                                                                        Conference Choir 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading   selected verses from Daniel 3:13-30 
 
Sermon  No Matter What: Faith and Courage Found in Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego   Jerry Cannon 
 
*Hymn 735 I Need Thee Every Hour 
 
*Affirming our Faith  A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve.  
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
 
Sharing of Gifts 

Offertory Anthem:   Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal  arr. Alice Parker  
Conference Choir 

Prayer of Gratitude  
 



*Hymn  379 We Shall Overcome 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 

 
Wednesday July 24 
11:30am 
 
Gathering Music (piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship Walter Brueggemann  
Catch us up this day into the reality of your good purpose, 
that by the time we leave each other, we will know, yet again 
that your mercy and justice and compassion  
outrun all the needs of the world. 
Sign us on and bless your church. 
Keep us simple and on task, 
and we will praise you by our glad obedience. 
 
*Hymn    375 Shall We Gather at the River 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   adapted from 1 Corinthians 15:51 
“Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed.” 
Perhaps today, we fear change more than death. The change you bring when you come to                               
us, Christ, asking us to cast aside our security for more unpredictable waters. Change can                             
feel like a curse with each passing day. And yet, your change is not to be feared: it is not a                                         
change toward death but a change toward life. Forgive our static faith, and give us the                               
courage to lean into the change you bring, whatever may come. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 



God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading Luke 5:1-11 
 
Sermon  Set Up For Something Else  Jerry Cannon 
 
*Hymn 701 Lord, Prepare Me 
 
*Affirming our Faith The Apostles’ Creed (35) 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
*Hymn  757 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 

 
Wednesday July 24  
7pm 
 
Gathering Music (piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Choral Introit: 
    I Am the Light                               Terry Taylor                                Combined Children’s Choirs 
    Walk As Children of Light              Terry Taylor                                Grades 3-5 Choir  
 
*Call to Worship  
We are here because it is not enough to be Christians alone. 
We are here because it is not enough to pray for a better world; 
we are partners with God in creating it. 
We are here because it is not enough to think of the other, 
we must love the other, as ourselves. 
Thoughts and prayers are not enough. 
But God is enough. 
And, together, we are enough.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Hymn   649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession   Mary Oliver   
We will be known as a culture that feared death and adored power, that tried to vanquish                                 
insecurity for the few and cared little for the many. We will be known as a culture that                                   
taught and rewarded the massing of things, that spoke little if at all about the quality of life                                   
for people (other people), for dogs, for rivers. All the world, in our eyes, they will say, was a                                     
commodity. And they will say that this structure was held together politically, which it was,                             
and they will say also that our politics was no more than an apparatus to accommodate the                                 
feelings of the heart, and that the heart, in those days, was small, and hard, and full of                                   
meanness. Forgive us. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 



 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Choral Anthem:    I Want Jesus to Walk With Me                            arr. Howard Helvey 
                                                                                                        Chamber Choir 
 
Scripture Reading  Acts 11: 1-12 
 
Sermon  But I Like It Here on the Roof: Mission as Relationship  Denise Honeycutt 
 
*Hymn 525 Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
*Affirming our Faith  Iona Community  
We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn;  
in the waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands,  
conflict and caring link arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire.  
We believe in a with-us God  
who sits down in our midst to share our humanity.  
We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place:  
into action, into vulnerability, and into the streets.  
We commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves on the line;  
to bear responsibility, take risks,  
live powerfully and face humiliation;  
to stand with those on the edge;  
and be used by the Spirit for God's new community of hope. 
 
Sharing of Gifts 

Offertory Anthem: A Vinyard Grows                                          K. Lee Scott   
               Geoff Wysham, recorder       Maureen Wysham, recorder         Chamber Choir 
 
Prayer of Gratitude  
 



The Lord’s Supper 
 
      Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
      Prayer of Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 

            Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 

            Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Leader continues praying) 
  We raise our voices, joining with the saints of every time and   
  place who forever sing of your glorious Name: 

All Sing: (Hymn 510, verse 1) 
We gather here in Jesus’ name, 
His love is burning in our hearts like living flame; 
For through the loving Son, the Father makes us one: 
Come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; 
Come, share the Lord. 

        (Leader continues praying) 
  Placing our trust in the One beyond our understanding,  
  we proclaim the mystery of our shared faith: 
  Christ has died, once for all;  
  Christ is risen, defeating death forever;  
  Christ will come again in glory! 
 
       The Words of Institution and Breaking of the Bread 
       Communion of the People (Communion music provided by Harps) 
       Prayer after Communion  
 
*Hymn  301 (1-4) Let Us Build a House 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout the 
week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to the sea. God 
has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful tapestry as “Together We 
Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we offer our gifts, and the roots that 
we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were designed and created by conference artist, 
Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with attribution. 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Thursday July 25 
11:30am 
 
Gathering Music (piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship Jan Richardson   
Let it be that on this day we will expect no more of ourselves 
than to keep breathing with the bewildered cadence 
of lungs that will not give up the ghost.  
Let it be we will still ourselves enough to hear 
what may yet come to echo: 
as if in the breath another breathing; 
as if in another heartbeat, another heart. 
Let it be we will not try to fathom 
what comes to meet us in the stillness  
but simply open to the approach 
of a mystery we hardly dared to dream. 
 
*Hymn   22 God of the Sparrow 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   
We confess O God that, in a time of texts, tweets, and posts, we have lost the art of really                                       
hearing one another, and really hearing you. Still our frenzied hearts; calm our righteous                           
performance of piety; quiet our need to be important and heard. Forgive us if we have                               
rushed in where angels fear to tread, and speak to us once more, patiently, lovingly. We will                                 
try, with all we have, to listen this time. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading Job 38: 1–7; 34–38  
 
Sermon  A Worthy Conversation Partner   Heather Woodworth Brannon 
 
*Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
 
*Affirming our Faith The Heidelberg Catechism 
How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help us? 
We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when things go well,  
and for the future we can have good confidence in our faithful God… 
that nothing in creation will separate us from God’s love. 
For all creatures are so completely in God’s hand 
that without God’s will they can neither move nor be moved. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
*Hymn  37 Let All Things Now Living 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Thursday July 25 
7pm  
 
Gathering Music 
  Come, Christians, Join to Sing                                                                  Linda Lamb 
  A Time for Joy                                                                                Cynthia Dobrinski   
                                                    Middle School Handbells 
  Sacred Silence                                                                                        Karissa Dennis 
   Elation                                                                                                        Jason Krug  
                                                    Intermediate Handbells 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Choral Call to Worship:  Holy Manna                                                                                    arr. Joel Raney   
                                                                                                                 Middle School Choir 
 
*Call to Worship Ann Weems   
We in the Church are worshipping Process, 
Busily making our lists and listing our busy-ness, 
in danger of sacrificing our souls for our schedules. 
Task-forced, agenda-bleary, paper-logged,  
we look for God in the boardroom and salvation in committee.  
It’s never too late to return to the Poet 
whose sky sings stars, whose earth dances green 
whose promise writes love upon our hearts. 
 
*Hymn   39 Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   
Trust is a simple word, perfect for political currency and bumper stickers, O God. But trust                               
as a way of life? That is much harder. How can we trust you if we do not trust those we love,                                           
or even ourselves? We confess that true trust evades us. And, perhaps fearfully, we ask: do                               
you trust us? It seems you may be foolishly loving enough that you do. Give us this sort of                                     
holy foolishness, that we may know the freedom that awaits those who admit they cannot                             
(and should not) do it all. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 



Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Choral Anthem:    Your God Will Come                                              Nick Robertson/arr. Cliff Duren 
                                                                                                                              High School Choir 
   
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Readings Galatians 1:11-24 and 1 John 4:7-21 
 
Sermon  God’s Agenda  David Forney 
 
*Hymn 187 (1-3) Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
*Affirming our Faith  A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
fully human, fully God. 
We trust in God, 
whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 



With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Sharing of Gifts 

Offertory Anthem:   This Is My Father's World                         Elaine Hagenberg 
                   Geoff Wysham, flute                                                      Conference Choir 
 
Prayer of Gratitude  
 
*Hymn 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Benediction Response:  Blessing                                                                    Katie Moran Bart 
                                                                                                                           Middle School Choir 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
WORSHIP  

Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in 
spirit. Where you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. 
 
Friday July 26 
11:30am 
  
Gathering Music (piano) 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship adapted from Acts 11:26 
It was in Antioch that they were first called Christians.  
This name was not a campaign slogan or badge of honor. 
It wasn’t even really theirs. 
Those outside the faith gave it to them when they saw 
the feeding, the serving, the sharing, the loving. 
When they saw the enemies set aside their stones. 
And pray together, eat together, learn together, heal together. 
This is what it means to be the church. 
This is what it means to be Christian. 
This is the place we learn again to be salt and light. 
 
*Hymn   450 Be Thou My Vision 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   John Phillip Newell   
It is because we long for peace that we pray. It is because we hope for wholeness that we                                     
hunger. It is because we need forgiveness that we seek new beginnings. So, we come,                             
entering the depths of our soul to plead for peace, to summon wholeness, to beg forgiveness                               
of ourselves and one another, and thus of you, Soul within our soul, Light within our                               
longings. (silent prayer) Amen. 
 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  



This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Readings Matthew 5:13-16 and Romans 14:1-19 
 
Sermon  Agape Dialect  David Forney 
 
*Hymn 458 Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet 
 
*Affirming our Faith Belhar Confession 
We believe that the church is called to be  
the salt of the earth and the light of the world,  
that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, 
that the church is witness both by word and by deed  
to the new heaven and the new earth  
in which righteousness dwells. 
We believe that the credibility of this message  
is seriously affected and its beneficial work obstructed 
when it is proclaimed in a land which professes 
to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation 
of people on a racial basis promotes and 
perpetuates alienation, hatred and enmity. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
*Hymn  306 (1-3, 5) Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Departing Music (piano) 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout the week. The 
large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to the sea. God has called us to 
this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart 
symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in 
faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with attribution. 
 



MASSANETTA BIBLE & CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE 2019 
CLOSING WORSHIP  

Welcome! We are glad you are here. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) please stand in body or in spirit. Where 
you see bold print, you are invited to read in unison. At the end of the service, you are invited to join us in 
singing the Hallelujah Chorus at the front.  
 
Friday July 26 
7pm  
 
Gathering Music  Cluster of Stars                           Lee Afdahl                      Advanced Handbells 
  By His Hand                             Jason Krug 
  The Triumph Song of Life            Brian Childers   
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
*Call to Worship Iona Community  
Leader:   Creator of the world, eternal God, 
People:  We have come from many places,  
               for a little while. 
Leader:   Redeemer of humanity, God-with-us, 
People:  We have come with all our differences,  
     seeking common ground. 
Leader:   Spirit of unity, go-between God, 
People:  We have come on journeys of our own,  

     to a place where journeys meet. 
Leader:   So here, in this shelter house,  

     let us take time together.   
    For when paths cross and pilgrims gather,  
     there is much to share and celebrate. 

People:  In your name, Three-in-One God,  
               pattern of community. 
 
*Hymn   625 How Great Thou Art 
 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession   Mary Oliver   
When I am among the trees…they give off such hints of gladness. I would almost say that                                 
they save me, and daily. I am so distant from the hope of myself, in which I have goodness,                                     
and discernment, and never hurry through the world but walk slowly, and bow often.                           
Around me the trees stir in their leaves and call out, “Stay awhile,” The light flows from                                 
their branches. And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say, “and you too have come into the                                 
world to do this, to go easy, to be filled with light, and to shine.” Forgive our frenzied                                   
complicating of what is simple. Return us to rest and hope, that we may shine with your                                 
glory. (silent prayer) Amen. 



 
Sung Confession 471 Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 
Assurance of Pardon adapted from Ephesians 4:11-16  
This is the good news: 
Though we get tossed about by sin and scheming, God never leaves us.  
This is the good news: 
God, our patient parent, holds our hands, helping us take our first wobbly steps of grace. 
This is the good news: 
God gives us gifts of forgiveness, purpose, and one another. 
This is the good news: 
Rooted in love, we are built up into one diverse body, to be the good news in the world. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Choral Anthem:   Be Thou My Vision                                                                          arr. John Helgen 
                                  Conference Choir 

  Geoff Wysham, flute      Lisa Wright, cello   
   

(At the directors signal the congregation is invited to join the choir in singing vs. 4) 
                                        Light of my soul after victory won,  
                                        May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
                                        Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
                                        Still be my vision, O Ruler of all!   
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Readings Mark 4:30-32 and Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
Sermon  Growing a Place for All  Cindy Kohlmann 
 
*Hymn 626 As the Deer 
 
Sharing of Gifts 

Offertory Anthem:  For Everyone Born                 Brian Mann/arr. Tom Trenney 
               Lisa Wright, cello                                                                   Conference Choir 
 
Prayer of Gratitude  
 
 
 



 
*Sending Litany Iona Community 
Look at your hands, see the touch and the tenderness, 
God’s own for the world.  
Look at your feet, see the path and the direction, 
God’s own for the world.  
Look at your heart, see the fire and the love, 
God’s own for the world.  
Look at the cross, see God’s Son and our Savior, 
God’s own for the world.  
This is God’s world, 
And we will serve God in it. 
 
*Hymn  767 Together We Serve 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Anthem Response                    Hallelujah                       G. F. Handel 
  from Messiah 
 
 
 
Art In Worship: Art is an expression of worship and we will have several art expressions throughout 
the week. The large mural on the worship stage depicts a weaving of creation from the mountains to 
the sea. God has called us to this place and weaves our unique gifts and talents into a beautiful 
tapestry as “Together We Serve.” The heart symbolizes that we are united by love, the hands that we 
offer our gifts, and the roots that we are grounded in faith. The mural, paraments, and stoles, were 
designed and created by conference artist, Beverly George. 
 
All liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche unless otherwise noted. May be used with 
attribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Worship Liturgy written by Rev. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche 
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Publishing, 2011. 
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Press, 1991. 
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