
#1 Searching: How Do I Pray? 
Is Jesus/God hiding from us? The Bible is full of example of God’s followers 
struggling to sense God’s presence – Elijah in 1 Kings, almost half of the Psalms, the 
disciples after the resurrection. Even saints of the church and great thinkers 
throughout history have struggled to “find” God – St. John of the Cross (Dark Night of 
the Soul) and Blaise Pascal (“God-shaped vacuum”). Fortunately, Matthew 7:7-12 
gives us a road map when we feel lost and we are searching for God. It gives us a 
pulse or a drumbeat for our faith, “Ask. Search. Knock.” The whole passage is about 
prayer, because prayer is the map. Prayer is how we fill the God-shaped hole we 
have in our lives. So, the Bible tells us to pray A LOT (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 
Romans 12:12). Jesus’ parable in Luke 11:1-8 encourages us to pray persistently 
because God will answer! Pray even if we don’t think we are doing it right – even if 
we don’t know what words to use. Prayer is just talking to a friend who wants to 
help. We can use this word PRAY as a tool to help us (P = praise God; R = recognize 
our sin; A = ask for others; Y = [ask for] yourself). 
 
[Videos: Vintage 21 Jesus Video #1, “Saying Grace” scene from Meet the Parents] 
 

 
#2 God’s Promise: …In the End! 
Pray-as-you-go.com is another great way to incorporate prayer into our busy and 
noisy lives. Rob Bell, in his Nooma video, “Noise,” helps us understand just how busy 
and noisy and chaotic our lives really are. With everything in our lives feeling more 
and more “non-stop,” like we just cannot keep up and that we will never get it right 
and that we just aren’t good enough, it helps to remember that Jesus loves – and 
calls – people who are not perfect. Remember the Jewish school system in Jesus’ day 
(Beth Sefer = elementary school where the Torah was memorized, Beth Midrash = 
middle/high school where the rest of the Old Testament was memorized, Talmidim 
= “disciples” of a Rabbi learned everything else about becoming a religious leader) 
became increasingly harder and nearly impossible for Jewish children; only the 
select few made it to the end and became Rabbis. The 12 Disciples did not. But, Jesus 
called the 12 Disciples who, according the world around them, were not good 
enough. God and Jesus did not need them, but God and Jesus CHOSE them – just like 
God and Jesus CHOOSE us! That is God’s promise. Jesus even called Paul, who spend 
most of his early life arresting, persecuting, even killing, followers of Jesus. Jesus 
used Paul to build the church and write most of the New Testament. Paul tells us to 
pray because the Holy Spirit helps us (Romans 8:26-27). God promises “everything 
will be okay in the end. If it is not okay, it is not the end.” 
 
[Videos: Vintage 21 Jesus Video #3, “Zoom” by Istvan Bonyai] 
 

#3 Finding: Prodigal God 
Too often we pray and expect God to give us everything we ask for and fix all our 
problems instantly, like a magician. When that does not happen we can get 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQeFG6Q87uA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQesOXmZCHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCTAgxsLE3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRXYKQEJeqk


discouraged and begin to think God does not hear us. But what if it is like the 
modern parable of the man whose town is flooding? He passes up a radio warning, a 
boat to rescue him, and a helicopter, because, as he says, “I’m religious. I pray. God 
loves me. God will save me.” God may be answering our prayers and we are too 
focused on what we want and think we need that we miss God all around us. We 
may be too busy trying to save ourselves. But that is not our job or our purpose. Like 
the Westminster Shorter Catechism tells us, our main purpose in life is “to glorify 
God, and enjoy [God] forever.” Maybe, then, it is not us who is always knocking on 
the door – like Revelation 3:20 says, maybe Jesus is knocking on the door, too. 
Maybe Jesus is knocking and waiting for us to answer like the Inn Keeper in the 
story of Mary and Joseph looking for a room the night Jesus was born. God knocks, 
Jesus knocks, because God is always looking for us just like the three parables in 
Luke 15 tell us.  
 
[Videos: Darth Vader Volkswagen Commercial, Vintage 21 Jesus Video #4, AARP “Lost 
Generation”] 
 

#4 Golden Rule: Pop Quiz 
In our lives is it better for us to do well or do good? It’s a tough (existential) question 
we spend our lives trying to answer. But what if it is not one or the other, what is we 
are supposed to do both? In Matthew 7:12, Jesus tells us to “do to others as you 
would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.” And in Matthew 
22, when asked which of all 613 Old Testament laws is the greatest, Jesus says, 
“Love God AND love neighbor.” Jesus tells us we have to do both – we have to love 
God and love our neighbor for our faith to work. It is like a Rube Goldberg machine; 
everything has to lined up and working together to get the desired results. In other 
words, for our faith in God to be as effective as possible we have to live out the two 
parts of the one commandment – to love God and to love our neighbor. One of the 
best ways to insure this happens is to PRAY; to Ask. Search. Knock. 
 
[Videos: Vintage 21 Jesus Video #2, “The Cog” Honda Commercial] 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n6hf3adNqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hUaMahxXi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42E2fAWM6rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42E2fAWM6rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAb8qoXraGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z57kGB-mI54

